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1.  Which Alternative Appeals to You the Most?

Public Comment Form

   Alternative 1           Alternative 2   (Service Preferred)       Alternative 3            Alternative 4

2.  Why Does this Alternative Appeal to You?

3.  Additional Comments  (more room on back or attach additional comments on separate pages if needed):

     Name _________________________________________________Organization___________________________________

Address_________________________________________  City _________________State  _______ZIP_________

Thanks very much for your time!

Please return this form to us at the open houses, fax it to Greg Hughes at (509) 375-0196, or fold and send back
to the Refuge Complex via U.S. mail. You may also submit comments via e-mail to FW1PlanningComments@fws.gov.

Please type McNary/Umatilla CCP in the subject line.
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 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service                                                                                                           January 2007

McNary and Umatilla National Wildlife Refuges
Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan and
Environmental Assessment

All comments received from individuals, including names and addresses, become part of the official public record and may be released.
Requests for such comments will be handled in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, the Council on Environmental Quality’s NEPA regulations

[40CFR1506.6(f)] and other Service and Departmental policies and procedures.

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will use this information to better serve the public.

There is no requirement to provide a response or to use this form. Response is voluntary, and providing your name, organization, and address is optional.



Fish & Wildlife Service
Mid-Columbia River National Wildlife
RefugeComplex
3250 Port of Benton Blvd.
Richland, Washington  99352

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Please fold on the dotted line, tape, affix stamp, and mail.

Comments (continued):
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Return address:



Summary of CCP Actions, By Alternative.  McNary and Umatilla National Wildlife Refuges 
 
 
Key Themes / Issues 

Alternative 1 
 

Emphasize  
Migratory Waterfowl and 

Consumptive  
Public Uses 

Alternative 2 
(Preferred Alternative) 

 
Emphasize Migratory Birds, 
Special Status Species, and 
Wildlife-Dependent Public 

Uses 

Alternative 3 
 

Emphasize Native 
Biodiversity and  

Non-Consumptive  
Public Uses 

Alternative 4 
 

Continue Current 
Management 

 
(No-action Alternative) 

Waterfowl 
Croplands: 
     Total Acreage 
     Share to Refuges 

 
2,400 acres 

25% 

 
2,100 acres   

25% 

 
1,850 acres 

25% 

 
2,100 acres  

25%  
Grain Availability over Season 
and During Emergency Weather 
Conditions 

390 acres scheduled for mid winter (post-hunting season) 
knockdown.  70 acres for late season knockdown. 

Emergency knockdown under severe weather conditions. 

      Most knockdown late Jan-mid Feb (no scheduled late 
season knockdown and  no provisions for emergency 

knockdown 
Moist Soil Management: 
      Total Acreage 
      Floodup for Early Migrants  

 
406 acres 

30 acres flooded by 9/15 

 
366 acres 

30 acres flooded by 9/15 

 
Decrease acreage  

  All flooded 10/25 or later 

 
356 acres  

All flooded 10/25 or later 
Shorebirds 

Foraging Area: 
   Mudflats on Columbia River 
   Alternate Foraging Sites 

 
Same as Alt. 3 and 4 

 
20 acre increase for migration.   
Alternate sites at moist soil units. 

 
No change to existing mudflat acres. 

No alternate sites provided. 
Curlew Upland Habitats Existing suitable habitat 

maintained 
Existing habitat maintained and suitable nesting and foraging 

habitat increased by 25% on inactive former croplands. 
Existing suitable habitat 

maintained 
Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive Species 

Salmon Rearing Habitats None Protect and where feasible enhance backwaters and side-
channel habitats. 

Some backwater areas used 
for salmon rearing.   

Inventory for Rare Species not 
Monitored by Other Agencies 

No inventory conducted Undertake inventory. Specific habitat or population 
management strategies determined in step down plan.   

Minimal inventory conducted  

Wetland and Deepwater Habitats 
Shallow Marsh Management: 
    Open Water Areas Created 
    Emergent Invasives Cover 

 
96 acres/year 

< 20%  

 
67 acres/year  

< 20% 

 
0 acres 
Reduced 

 
33 acres/year 

Variable (30-50%) 
Elimination of Carp  Eliminated at 4 wetlands Eliminated at 2 wetlands No effort to reduce carp. 

Riparian Habitats 
Nesting Habitats Improved 0 acres/year 62 acres/year   5 acres/year improved 5 acres/year improved 
Cottonwood Developed 0 acres/year 5 acres/year 0 acres/year 0 acres/year 
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Summary of CCP Actions, Continued 
 
 Alternative 1 Alternative 2 Alternative 3 Alternative 4 

Islands and Cliffs 
Waterbird Populations and 
Coordination 

Habitat maintained to support diversity of island-nesting birds and colonies.  Continued coordination with partners on research, 
monitoring, and management of Refuge colonies of salmonid-smolt eating birds. 

Reduce Disturbance to Island 
Wildlife to Protect Nesting and 
Breeding Ares 

Same as Alt. 4 Existing island closures to be enforced.  No beach use. No-
wake zone within 100-feet of islands on Refuge waters.   

Islands mostly closed in 
summer but some trespass 

issues.  Crescent Is. open for 
waterfowl hunt. 

Protection of Rocky Habitats No mining, collection or extractive activities permitted on any natural Refuge rocky features.  Baseline inventory of plant and 
wildlife resources (Alts 1, 2, and 3 only).  Protection for raptor nesting sites and limit public uses to Big Six uses. 

Shrub-Steppe Habitats 
Existing Habitats Improved  64 acres/year 192 acres/year  288 acres/year 64 acres/year 
Restoration of Roads, Mining 
Sites, and Inactive Croplands 

100 acres 350 acres 600 acres 0 acres 

Protection from Fire and 
Ground Disturbance 

No emphasis Active measures taken with partners, public, and contractors to 
reduce fire damage and soil disturbances.   

Frequent fires burn about 
1,000 acres annually.   

Wildlife Observation, Photography, Interpretation, and Trails 
McNary Opportunities 
 

No changes to current 
trails, viewing, and 

interpretive opportunities. 

Trail/interpretive improvements 
at Headquarters and Wallula 

Units.   

Trail and interpretive 
improvements at 

Headquarters Unit. 

Existing trail, viewing and 
interpretive signs at McNary 

Headquarters Unit. 
Umatilla Hwy 14 Interpretive 
Overlooks 

 
No change 

 
Improved and expanded 

 
No change 

Interpretive signs at several 
overlooks on Hwy. 14 

Umatilla Heritage Trail Consider Heritage trail 
realignment. 

Add benches, blind, sun shades, and potential side trails to 
Heritage Trail; consider realignment.  Add interpretive area at 

check station.   

County Heritage Trail traverses 
Refuge.  Portions of trail unsafe 

during hunt season.  
Hunting 

Waterfowl Hunt Types       Reservation fee hunting, posts/free roam, & youth hunts. 
Waterfowl Hunt Areas 25,952 acres 25,739 acres 25,698 acres 25,905 acres 
Sanctuary Areas Alt 4 minus Col. River 

shoreline at McCormack 
Alt 1 plus  

East McCormack Slough 
Alt 4 plus  

East McCormack Slough 
Existing areas (44% of 

Umatilla, 24% of McNary) 
Upland Bird Areas 
 

All open units.  Hunting improved at Peninsula (eliminating 
mowing at former goose blinds).  

Upland game bird hunting provided on all open units.   
 

Upland Bird Hunt Schedule Hunt days and times standardized  Variety of days/start times 
Upland Permits (McCormack) Permits reduced to 15 on opening two weekends.  25 daily permits, crowding issue on opening two weekends  
Pheasant Releases (McNary) Pheasant augmentation phased out in 2 years (Service policy prohibits non-native stocking).    State pheasant releases  
Deer Hunt (McCormack)  Doe hunting emphasis to reduce population and address vegetation impacts issue.   Hunt open at current level.  
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